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Winona State University Women’s Gymnastics came in second place in their 
home meet against University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater and Hamline University on Friday, 
Jan. 26 with a score of 186.400. 
The meet, which took place in the McCown 
Gym, was dedicated to the five seniors who are 
graduating this spring. Katie Carling, Eboni 
Jackson, Katie Pipp, Gianna Scala and Emily 
Woitchek were led onto the mat by their parents 
after the underclassmen took onto the court. 
Coach Rolbiecki said, “The Senior Day is a 
meet to honor the seniors of the team and to 
thank them for everything they have done for the 
program and give them special recognition for all 
they have done for us,” Coach Rolbiecki said.
 What was also exciting for some of the seniors 
was that a few of their fellow teammates, now  
Winona State alumni, traveled from across the 
country to cheer them on in their celebratory 
meet. Winona State’s athletic department hosted 
the second annual “Gymnastic Alumni Reunion” 
for former athletes of the Women’s Gymnastics 
team, and many alumni showed to the event.
 Mary Turba, a 2003 graduate, said she was very 
excited to be back in Winona for the first time in 
years for the meet. 
“I love coming back here and seeing what has 
changed in the city, but I also love coming back 
to watch these girls perform. Gymnastics was my 
one and only passion, and I still have a strong 
love for it,” Turba said.
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The Winona State Gymnastics Team lines up at the start of a dual meet against Hamline 
University and the University of Wisconsin Whitewater last Friday in McCown 
Gymnasium. This meet was also senior night where the team honored seniors Eboni 
Jackson, Katie Pipp, Gianna Scala, Katie Carling and Emily Woitchek. 
Seniors shine at final home meet
Continued on page 10, see Gymnastics.
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Winona State University is not the most accessible campus for students with 
physical disabilities. There are uneven sidewalks, 
hidden entrances, and handicap buttons for 
doors that are in inconvenient places. 
But that is not meant to say that those who 
work with these students do not try to make their 
struggles easier.
Nancy Dumke, the associate director of Access 
Services, has worked with students in the past to 
help ensure that the necessary accommodations 
are made for them. Dumke also noticed an 
evaluation that was done on campus two years 
ago to see if there were changes that needed to be 
made on campus.
“Around two years ago, the university did 
pay for a professional company to come in and 
evaluate all the physical issues on campus. Shortly 
after that report was submitted, you saw some 
improvements on campus such as sidewalks were 
shaved down to make them more level,” Dumke 
said. “There were a lot of smaller projects that 
happened after that evaluation. There were some 
improvements made on campus.”
Before Kryzsko Commons was updated several 
years ago, Dumke commented that she noticed 
a large incline up to one of the doors, which had 
been fixed during the remodel and made it more 
accessible. 
“If a student comes in today and says ‘I’m 
going to be a student here in the fall and I 
use a wheelchair or I have a scooter or I have 
this limitations,’ we say ‘what are the biggest 
challenges, how can we address those and let’s 
work together,’” Dumke said.
Dumke emphasized that there are resources for 
students who do have individualized needs and 
that Access Services works on a “case-by-case” 
basis. For example, if a student would need an 
accessible room, Access Services can help and be 
a part of that process.
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Access services increases student accessibilities 
     Continued on page 4, see Disability. 
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The ramp outside of Somsen Hall is used by many who are unable to use the stairs. While it is a good addition, turning corners can be tricky for 
many using wheelchairs or scooters and like many of the access services on campus could use improvements.   
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Security incident numbers decline over break
Campus security at Winona State University has little to report on crime and offense rates 
from last semester compared to winter break.
Because there are less students in Winona 
during winter break, offense rates are likely to 
be lower, according to Director of Winona State 
Security Chris Cichosz. 
“When students are gone and class is not in ses-
sion, there’s not a lot typically going on,” Cichosz 
said.
According to Cichosz, there were no crimes re-
ported for the duration of the 2017 winter break 
session, which is the same as last year during that 
time. 
However, when classes are in session there is a 
slight increase in the student crime and offense 
rate. 
To help keep track of offenses during the 
academic year, Winona State security sends out 
weekly crime and fire logs every Monday to spe-
cific people to update them on crimes and offens-
es that occurred during the previous week. 
Despite being sent out each week, the crime 
and fire logs don’t always have much to report 
either.
“The crime and fire log stuff is reported to 
security,” Cichosz said. “But it isn’t necessarily all 
encompassing.”
Cichosz elaborated by stating that some people 
don’t even report offenses to security, making it 
difficult to determine how much crime is actually 
occurring on campus.
“There could be stuff that’s happening that we 
aren’t notified about,” Cichosz said. “So we never 
really know.”
As for the offenses that are reported, Cichosz 
stated that most are typically alcohol and drug 
violations and thefts.
“A lot of the stuff that gets reported to us is 
alcohol and drug law violations. We deal with a 
lot of thefts in the residence halls as well, whether 
that’s food out of community fridges and freezers 
or clothes and laundry,” Chichosz said. 
Cichosz also added that sexual assaults have 
been reported to security, but that most are actu-
ally reported elsewhere. 
“We had a few sexual assaults last year,” Cichosz 
said. “But [the victims] usually go right to Title 
IX or to the victim resources on campus.”
Title IX is a federal law, enacted in 1972, which 
prevents discrimination based on sex, as well 
as protecting students from sexual harassment, 
stalking, dating and relationship violence, and 
sexual violence, including assault, battery and 
rape.
Cichosz added that recently there has been an 
increase in the number of sexual assaults report-
ed on campus.
“I don’t believe it’s because there are more 
happening, but I believe that victims are feeling 
more comfortable reporting and know where to 
report,” Cichosz said.
He believes that with the number of resources 
and support systems there are on campus, victims 
will be more likely to report sexual assaults. 
“It’s talked about more often now,” Cichosz said. 
“I think there will be a continual upward trend of 
people making reports because they know how to 
do it now.”
Although there are crimes that go unreported, 
Winona State is lucky that the university doesn’t 
have too much to deal with, according to Cicho-
sz.
“In Winona, it’s a different kind of community,” 
Cichosz said. “We don’t have a lot going on here, 
thankfully.” 
Cichosz added that the majority of Winona 
State is female, which he believes makes a differ-
ence in the amount of offenses that occur at the 
university. 
“It’s just the reality of it,” Cichosz said. “Males 
typically cause more problems in regards to 
crime.”          
ERIN JONES
crime and security reporter
eejones14@winona.edu “In Winona, it’s a 
different kind of 
community. We don’t 
have a lot going on 
here, thankfully.”
-Chris Cichosz, director of Winona State security
NEWS Jan. 31, 2018
SECURITY INCIDENTS:
Meet the news staff...
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Jan. 27
1:15 a.m.: A alcohol law violation 
occurred on the first floor of 
Lourdes Hall. The violation was a 
minor consumption violation. 
2 p.m.: Some books were 
stolen in Gildemeister 
Hall on the first floor. The 
case is still open. 
Jan. 24
10:15 p.m.: A minor 
consumption violation 
occurred in Haake Hall. 
The case is closed. 
1:38 a.m.: An alcohol violation 
occurred in the form of a minor 
consumption violation in 
Richards Hall. The case is closed
Jan. 28
“We had one student come in once with sig-
nificant needs and the student came in and met 
with the director of housing and they were doing 
a housing renovation project, so they were able 
to do that project with this particular student, to 
ensure that there was a roll-in shower and ac-
cessibility to doors without having to pull them 
open,” Dumke said.
Dumke encourages all students that have 
physical needs to register with Access Services, to 
ensure that they have support and an office to go 
to on campus when they need something.
Tim Matthees, Winona State’s director of plan-
ning and construction, while he has only been 
on campus for a short time, was able to address 
issues that can come up. 
First, there are only two maintenance workers 
on campus, so they constantly work to fix prob-
lems on campus, which includes general main-
tenance like frozen pipes and upkeep of heating 
systems, especially during the winter months. 
Matthees also shared that when elevators break 
down, facilities is unable to work on them and 
they must wait for someone from the elevator 
company to come and resolve the problem, which 
can unfortunately limit a student who needs to 
use an elevator.
Facilities Coordinator Steve Ronkowski, has 
worked at Winona State for many years and has 
worked with Dumke in the past to help meet 
students’ needs. Ronkowski said that the most 
important projects that are done are meant to 
make campus accessible and meet student re-
quirements. 
There is also a federal requirement to have one 
accessible entrance in each building while there 
aren’t many accommodations that are needed 
very often, the office does their best to keep up 
with changes that need to be made or improved 
on campus.
     Disability, continued from page 2. 
LAUREN SANER 
copy editor
lsaner12@winona.edu
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA
Jan. 31
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 3
Feb. 5
Feb. 6
WSU International Club Ski Trip
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Location: Mount La Crosse Ski and Snowboarding 
Contact: Carissa Chin
cchin16@winona.edu
Feb. 4
Guest Recital: Art Songs by MN Composers 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Performing Arts Center - Recital Hall
Free Admission 
Mugshots: Asiah Reedy
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Lourdes Hall - Dining Room
Earth Talks: Paleoreconstructions of Wyoming and Superior 
Cratons 
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Stark Hall
Contact: Stephen Allard
sallard@winona.edu
Warrior Job Expo: Healthcare, Government and Behavioral 
Sciences
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Kryzsko Commons - East Hall
Contact: DeAnna Goddard
career@winona.edu
Free Student Professional Development Trip
Time: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Mayo Clinic - Rochester
Contact: Vern Bachor 
vbachor@winona.edu
Jim Armstrong’s Poetry Collection
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Location: Watkins Art Gallery 
Contact: Roger Boulay 
rboulay@winona.edu
Have a burning 
opinion? Want 
to share a news 
tip? 
Send us your questions, 
opinions and suggestions to 
zbailey14@winona.edu
Winona State University’s Colleges Against Cancer club, a subdivision of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, will be hosting two events in 
the upcoming week to raise cancer awareness. 
The club plans to educate the community about 
where donations go and hope to bring communi-
ty members together. 
The first was a social event at Bub’s Bar Mon-
day, Jan. 29, 5-7 p.m. Colleges Against Cancer 
Co-President Eve Hlavka says that this is a great 
opportunity for people to learn about the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
“It is an event for community members to 
come and learn about the American Cancer So-
ciety and where the donor dollars are going and 
their mission,” Hlavka said. “It is also an oppor-
tunity to kick off Relay for Life. People can sign 
up and make teams.”
The second event is Coaches Vs. Cancer and it 
will be hosted at the Men’s Basketball game Fri-
day, Feb. 2. Hlavka says that this will mainly be a 
fundraising event where the club will be passing 
around buckets for donations. 
American Cancer Society’s Representative to 
the Winona State branch Garrett Stadsvold helps 
out Winona State’s College’s Against Cancer club.
“My position at American Cancer Society is a 
Community Development Manager. As a Com-
munity Development Manager, I oversee basi-
cally everything right outside of Rochester, MN, 
which is Red Wing, Dodge County, Wabasha 
County, Mower County, Fillmore County, Pine 
Island, and Winona County,” Stadsvold said. “So 
for Winona County, that includes Winona State 
University. I am involved with everything the 
Colleges Against Cancer group does to raise do-
nor dollars for American Cancer Society. I help 
them with anything they need assistance with. 
An example of this could be supplies for an event 
they are creating, or simply helping them with 
community involvement activities or network-
ing.”
According to Stadsvold, in 2018 there will be 
about 1.7 million new cancer cases diagnosed 
and 609,640 cancer deaths in the United States 
alone. 
“Winona County is part of the North Region 
which does a great job at raising money,” Stads-
vold said. “We would like as many students and 
community members to attend our social this 
Monday and as well our Coaches vs. Cancer 
event on Friday, Feb. 2. I will be at all of these 
events as well.”
LIFE
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Winona State raises cancer awareness
MORGAN REDDEKOPP
local reporter
mreddekopp16@winona.edu
Left to right: Alex Strelow, Eve Hlavka and Sydney Mohr promote Colleges Against 
Cancer at the Club Fair during orientation week.  As a subdivision of the American 
Cancer Society the club’s goal is to raise awareness and help fundraise for different 
events.
CONTRIBUTED BY
COLLEGES AGAINST
CANCER
8 - LIFE
LIFE Jan. 31, 2018
This is that time of the year where we see “Os-car Bait” films (as I like to coin them) flood-
ing movie theaters everywhere. You often have 
your stereotypical historical epics, along with 
your quintessential social dramas, that push and 
question controversial material, both of which fit 
snuggly into this category that the “former” acad-
emy loved to acknowledge come Oscar season. 
These types of movies are no doubt important 
and should be recognized if they are actually 
awesome pictures. Thankfully however, the days 
of these movies receiving an inherent bias from 
the Oscar voters based simply off them fitting this 
mold are over. Ever since the Academy revised 
its voting structure, the “Best Picture” race is 
becoming more and more exciting to the point 
where in 2018, we have one of the most unique 
“Best Picture” races of all time. Sure, there is an 
obvious ignorance towards grander blockbust-
er franchise films like this year’s “Logan,” Blade 
Runner 2049” and “Wonder Woman,” but it is 
undeniable that the Oscar ceremony is progress-
ing for the better. 
Still though, studios struggle to adapt to the 
changing times and continue to make movies 
that fit the “Oscar Bait” mold; the newly released 
“Hostiles” is an example of this. “Hostiles” is an 
American period western, starring Christian 
Bale as protagonist Captain Joseph Blocker. 
Blocker is a veteran of extensive military action 
against Native Americans on the frontier, who 
is tasked with escorting one of his greatest battle 
adversaries, Yellow Hawk, a chief responsible for 
the deaths of many of Blocker’s own men, to a 
reservation in Montana. The plot is interesting 
alone, as it tackles concepts such as pure hatred 
and the ensuing violence that is regurgitated as 
a result, along with redemption and forgiveness. 
The ensemble cast that is featured over the course 
of the film consists of a number of great actors 
as well: Rosmund Pike (“Gone Girl”), Wes Studi 
(“Dances with Wolves”), Rory Cochrane (“Dazed 
and Confused”), Jesse Plemmons (“Friday Night 
Lights”), Timotheé Chalamet (“Call Me by Your 
Name”), Ben Foster (“Hell or High Water”), and 
Stephen Lang (“Avatar”). When a film has an 
emotional narrative as “Hostiles,” you expect 
the characters that are experiencing this intense 
emotion to leap off screen and share that emotion 
with you, but there are several problems that stall 
them from doing this.
We hear about several deep-rooted relation-
ships throughout the duration of this movie, 
some notoriously bad and some monumen-
tally personal, but are still treated to very little 
screen evidence of these relationships. The film 
tells you that Bale’s Captain Blocker and Studi’s 
Yellow Hawk HATE each other and then does 
not explore the dynamic any further aside from 
a few scenes involving the two speaking Yellow 
Hawk’s tribal language, and by a few scenes, I 
mean only a FEW scenes. It’s very minimal and 
also the most essential relationship to understand 
throughout the film. This same critique stretches 
around to the entire cast. 
Ambition resounds out of “Hostiles” script as 
it attempts to introduce pivotal characters late 
in the film and enhance their place in the story 
with arcs and interactions of their own, but this 
takes too much away from a story that we are 
already not as invested in in the first place. These 
complaints are all examples of “Hostiles” flat and 
unfulfilled script. It’s still ambitious in that it tries 
to explore multiple characters, but at the same 
times it’s unambitious in that its selected method 
of doing so is through clichés about faith and 
hatred. On top of the script, the overall pacing of 
“Hostiles” is simply unbearable. 
I can’t say I’ve had to begrudgingly force myself 
through a movie that’s only two hours and 13 
minutes before. That type of impatience is often 
only tied to epics of proportions above three 
hours. It’s safe for me to say this is a direct con-
sequence of awful pacing. Long uninterrupted 
shots are one of my personal favorite devices for 
emphasizing a film’s realistic nature. It’s obvious 
that “Hostiles” was aspiring for a similar effect 
that just falls flat in the end. There are innumer-
able sequences during the film that feature shots 
with the average lengths of 15 to 20 seconds, that 
each rely on dialogue that linger and pause for 
ineffective dramatic effect over and over again. 
I am, in consequence, greatly anguished by the 
results, which I must say feels fitting giving this 
film at least does a solid job of capturing the 
grime and grim of America’s frontier. 
The scene that captures this the most fluently 
is the horrific and startling opening scene that 
depicts a Native American assaulted on settlers’ 
property. This scene slaps you across the face 
right as the film begins and sets a precedent for 
what “Hostiles” should feel like throughout the 
remainder of its runtime. It sadly only recaptures 
that level of tension and jaw dropping violence in 
one more scene involving a fight upon horseback 
later in the movie. Otherwise the rest is an unfor-
tunate scrambling from director Scott Cooper to 
assemble something of value on the screen. What 
a shame.
Consensus: If in the mood for a western that 
drags through its slow burn runtime, but unde-
niably at least features a stellar performance from 
Christian Bale alongside several tense redeem-
able sequences, “Hostiles” is the movie for you.
2/5
 
 
F i lm  in  rev iew :  “Hos t i l es ”
The Winonan’s film reporter rates this film 2/5 stars
BLAKE GASNER
film reporter
bgasner16@winona.edu
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During their time on campus, some students get into legal trouble that can range from 
bad landlords to underage drinking tickets. 
Lucky for them, Winona State University has an 
attorney on campus to help out the students with 
any legal issues. 
John Plachecki, a lawyer for Price, McCluer and 
Plachecki Law Firm, donates his time helping 
Winona State students deal with any legal issues 
that may come up in their time here. 
Plachecki, born and raised in Winona, attend-
ed Cotter High School and graduated from St. 
Mary's University of Minnesota, cum laude. 
He then attended JD Hamline University Law 
School and Boston University School of Law for 
post graduate work. However, Plachecki had not 
initially planned on taking his schooling as far as 
he did.
"I didn't know I was going to college until two 
weeks before school started. It's really amazing 
I got in that late,” Plachecki said. "College was 
wonderful and easy, and then I thought, if I keep 
going to school, I don't have to work. So, I stayed 
in school." 
After he graduated from college, Plachecki 
served as a Special Assistant Attorney General 
for the Massachusetts Department of Revenue. 
He returned to Winona in 1994 to join Price 
Law Firm, and currently lives on a farm with his 
yellow Labraor retriever.  
Plachecki has been working at Winona State 
as an adjunct faculty member since 2000, advis-
ing students on legal issues they have, including 
everything from underage drinking tickets, DUIs, 
immigration issues and other minor criminal 
issues. However, most of the issues he sees are 
landlord/tenant related. 
"For years, there was standing room only," Pla-
checki said. "The line would go out, to the right, 
and past Jack Kane. I've seen issues you wouldn't 
have dreamed of if you tried."
However, not many students are making ap-
pointments with him now. 
Knowing students do not always have the 
knowledge to argue their small legal issues, 
Plachecki, as well as others from Price, McCluer 
and Plachecki Law Firm, work at Winona State to 
help. When asked what every student with land-
lord issues should know, he knew exactly what to 
say right away. 
"Read the lease before you sign it...very few 
students sit down with the landlord and negotiate 
the lease, but you shouldn't just be signing some-
thing you didn't read," Plachecki said. "And if you 
read it and something doesn't make sense, I think 
a lot of landlords from this area will sit down and 
say they can cross it out." 
He also recommends that students are cautious 
of landlords taking out money from their security 
deposit for "regular wear and tear" that happens 
for living there for a year. 
"It's like if you've ever stayed in a hotel. If you 
stay there for a couple of days, most people don't 
go down and rent a shampooer for the carpets or 
wax the floors," Plachecki said. "That's the hotel's 
job, not the person who stays there." 
Plachecki is available to help Winona State stu-
dents on Tuesdays as well as the rest of the week 
via his office phone.  
Whether you have just received an underage 
drinking ticket, a DUI or have trouble with a 
landlord, Plachecki can advise on how to handle 
the situation. 
Introducing campus attorney John Plachecki
Adjunct factuality member and attorney John Paul Plachecki is available every Tuesday 
from 5-7 to council students on any legal problems that may come up.  
LAUREN GENNERMAN
features reporter
lgennerman16@winona.edu
Along with Turba, there was a group of girls 
ranging from graduating class of 2015 to 2017 
that made an appearance, a few of the young 
women flying all the way from Denver, Colorado.
 “It’s so interesting. The world around me feels 
as if it has changed so fast, but it feels like time 
on [Winona State’s] campus has just stood still.” 
Dani Thenell, graduating class of 2015, said. “But 
it’s fun to come back for this meet. These seniors 
were all freshmen when I was a senior, so it’s 
great to cheer them on in one of their last meets.”
 Chatter filled the Warrior Room in the 
Integrated Wellness Complex (IWC) as the 
alumni spent time catching up, and also 
reminiscing on old memories of their time on the 
gymnastics team. Laughter and squeals spilled 
throughout the room as they talked about their 
trip to Alaska for two meets in 2015 and how 
there were bitter moments of their time.
 Veronica Peterson, graduating class of 2017, 
was glad to be done with her career in athletics. 
“I don’t miss it! The pain of the tumbles and 
putting on a leotard, I definitely don’t miss it. But 
I love being able to come back to the new gym, it 
gives a whole different atmosphere to the meets,” 
Peterson said.
 Jade Donaldson and Brooke Hiestand-
Rapchak, graduating class of 2016, agreed with 
Peterson. 
“It’s really enjoyable to be on the other side of 
things. It’s bittersweet to see [the seniors] who 
were sophomores when we graduated in their last 
of their meets.” 
 Once the alumni left the Warrior Room 
and headed down into McCown Gym, current 
Winona Athletes rushed to the entrance of the 
gymnasium to greet their old friends who had 
come to visit with excitement and many hugs. 
After many reunions, the Winona State 
Gymnastics team, the parents of current athletes 
and their alumni athletes circled up into one last 
pep talk before the meet started. Heads bowed, 
hands locked, the group of people who have 
created a family within Winona State listened 
quietly to the speech before erupting into loud 
bursts of cheers and chanting to pump each other 
up. 
 Before they started announcing the gymnast’s 
names from Winona State, the Alumni made a 
bridge at the beginning corner of the court for 
the underclassmen to run under and enter onto 
the mat. As the names of athletes were called, 
they ran either onto the mat or into the crowd 
to deliver letters to their parents or hugs to their 
friends who were at the meet to support them. 
 The seniors, all announced last, were led onto 
the mat slowly with their parents by their sides. 
Most parents had gifted their daughters with 
flowers and had tears in their eyes as they led 
their little girls onto to mat for one of the last 
times. 
Before things started off, Coach Rolbiecki 
stepped up to the microphone and had one 
simple message for her Warriors. 
“I just want to tell all you seniors that I love 
you.”
 The Warriors started out the meet on vault. 
Leah Messelt landed her first vault with a score 
of 9.15, earning cheers and high fives from 
teammates. Anna Hiller, one of the new first 
years on the team, took to vault next, and placed 
a 9.175. Hiller was a bit nervous for her first 
season at Winona State. 
“It’s definitely a transition [from high school] 
but it’s been really fun so far this season, and I 
am excited for what the rest of season will bring,” 
Messelt said.
Messelt also said that she became very bonded 
with her teammates over winter break, since they 
spent much of their time in practice and hanging 
out together.
 Currin, Jackson, Utz, and Scala all also 
competed in vault, ending the round with a score 
of 46.450. 
 In between rounds the girls lounged on the 
gym floor, chatting, laughing and singing along 
to the music blasting through the gym. 
The Warriors moved to bars in their second 
event. Shelsea Zehr, Pipp, Hiller, Carling, Jackson, 
and Alexis Burton all performed on beams, 
taking the top six places. Each girl performed 
their routines without issue. 
Pipp took the highest score out of the Warriors 
with a 9.375, and their overall total was 45.825 
for the end of bars.
 In between bars and beam, the athletes 
continued to stretch and keep their muscles 
warmed up while also dancing and keeping each 
other entertained and in light spirits. 
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Gymnastics, continued from page 1.
Senior Eboni Jackson gets surrounded by teammates congratulating her on her vault 
routine during the meet against Hamline University and The University of Wisconsin 
Whitewater on Friday, Jan. 26 in the McCown Gymnasium. During her time on the team 
Jackson was the 2016 NCGA All-American First Team - Balance Beam, 2016 NCGA 
National Champion All-Around, 2017 NCGA All-American Second Team - All-Around, 
2017 NCGA All-American First Team - Floor and the 2017 NCGA National Champion 
Floor. 
NATALIE TYLER
photographer
ntyler16@winona.edu
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No matter what event, the athletes who weren’t 
competing would surround the mat where their 
teammate was performing and scream to their 
heart’s content, giving positive vibes and cheer 
ups to teammates as they went through their 
routines.
 Jackson had a strong start to beams with a 
score of 9.750. Hiller, Kelly Johnston, Carling, 
Mikaela Sellner and Miranda Saathoff also per-
formed throughout the event, taking in the top 
six scores for Winona State in this event. Saathoff 
celebrated her score of 9.475 with a victory dance 
and a round of high fives from her teammates af-
ter her dismount. The Warriors ended beam with 
a score of 47.025.
 Their last round was floor. Jackson shone on 
the floor with a big smile and even bigger shim-
mies, clenching the top score of 9.750 for floor. 
Other top competitors for the round were Pipp, 
Messelt, Breanna Murray, Utz, and Woitchek. 
With renditions of Albatross and other upbeat 
medleys, the Warriors were able to end the round 
with a score of 47.100. 
 Before final scores for the meet were an-
nounced, the Winona State seniors were called 
once again to the front of the court and were pre-
sented with a special gift from other teammates. 
Each athlete was gifted a picture frame of them 
during a routine, and a mason jar filled with slips 
of paper that other teammates had written their 
favorite memories with them on. Underclassmen 
also gave speeches about each individual senior 
and their favorite memories and how much they 
will miss them. Tears were shed by seniors and 
teammates alike as they reminisced on their time 
at Winona State.
 Before final scores were announced, individual 
round winners were stated. Jackson ended tak-
ing first in vault and beam, second in floor, and 
took All-Around for the third meet this season. 
Jackson shared her feelings about winning All-
Around once again.
“I’m very grateful that I’m doing super well in 
my last season with Winona State, and I’m confi-
dent that I will keep doing the best for myself and 
my team,” Jackson said.
 Winona State ended up taking second in their 
home meet, with University of Wisconsin-White-
water taking first and Hamline University taking 
third.
 “We’re going to keep our heads up,” Rolbiec-
ki said. “All of our girls have a common goal, 
and that goal is to get to nationals. With the 
wisdom of our seniors and the energy from our 
freshman, I see no problem in getting to nation-
als.” 
The next meet for the Warriors will be Sunday, 
Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. at Illinois State University, the 
second of four away meets this season.
First year Shelsea Zehr completes her routine on the bars on Friday, Jan. 26 against 
Hamline University and the University of Wisconsin Whitewater. Zehr competes in the 
vault, floor and bar events, and at Friday’s meet she scored a 9.050 on the uneven bars.  
NATALIE TYLER
photographer
ntyler16@winona.edu
SYDNEY MOHR
sports reporter
smmohr15@winona.edu
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It’s award season again. The Grammy’s just aired last Sunday and now it’s time for the Oscars 
on March 4.  An entire incredible year of mov-
ies has already come and gone, and now we are 
knee deep in the muck of another awards season 
that will honor the individual feats of these great 
films. With the date impending, there is no need 
to panic. Movie theaters nationwide will continue 
expanding the release of the major award con-
tenders, meaning you’ll have plenty of time to 
work away at that watch list. 
Examining this list of nominees has been 
incredibly exciting. There is not a steamroller 
like “The Lord of Rings: Return of the King” that 
can swoop in and monopolize the entire awards 
ceremony. Instead, the variety of films nominated 
are quite exotic compared to past ceremonies, 
and wide open in terms of competitive quality. 
There are the normal Oscar bait works, small 
scale indies, massive blockbusters, wide diversi-
ty amongst nominees and a few first timers like 
Rachel Morrison as the first woman nominated 
for “Best Cinematography."
Best Picture – “The Shape of Water”
This category is an exceptionally tight race 
between both “Three Billboards Outside Ebb-
ing, Missouri” and “The Shape of Water,” with 
“Dunkirk,” “Get Out” and “Lady Bird” all pos-
sessing the potential spare fuel to launch right 
back into the thick of the fray as well. Overall, I 
think Martin McDonagh’s exemption from the 
“Best Director” category could prove lethal for 
“Three Billboards,” allowing “The Shape of Wa-
ter” to pull ahead. Still though, the building buzz 
behind “Get Out” from this past year is some-
thing that should not go unnoticed, as Winona 
State University film professor, Paul Johnson, 
said when I asked him about his thoughts on the 
Oscar race. 
“It taps into deep cultural knowledge and anxi-
eties, exploits genre conventions expertly,
and features near-perfect writing, direction and 
performances. And its message is timely and 
thoughtful,” Johnson said. “Unfortunately, the 
Academy is not too fond of horror as a genre.  
But if the #OscarSoWhite movement has any-
thing to say, ‘Get Out’ might follow last year’s 
‘Moonlight’ as the year’s best and most important 
film.”
Best Director – Guillermo del Toro –“The 
Shape of Water”
Del Toro is undoubtedly the frontrunner for 
“Best Director.” However, a history of ignorance 
towards Christopher Nolan (“Dunkirk”) could 
propel him to the front as reimbursement for ser-
val years of obvious snubs. Other aspects of the 
best director race that must be acknowledged are 
the nominations for woman director, Greta Ger-
wig, and black director Jordan Peele (“Get Out”). 
When asked about the groundbreaking cinema of 
this year, Johnson also offered praise for Gerwig’s 
direction.
‘“Lady Bird’ is also a gem and I am thrilled to 
see Saoirse Ronan, one of the best actors of her 
generation, nominated again, as I am Greta Ger-
wig, only the fifth woman ever to be nominated 
for Best Director,” Johnson said. 
Best Actor –  Gary Oldman – “Darkest Hour”
Gary Oldman has been considered the likely 
candidate for “Best Actor” since the first set pic-
tures of him masquerading as Winston Churchill 
were released. He has only been nominated one 
prior time in his illustrious career and has yet to 
win. This has been inevitable for a long time.
Best Actress – Frances McDormand – “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”
McDormand has swept up a great deal of 
awards thus far in 2018’s award season, allow-
ing me to confidently notch her above the other 
juggernauts, Saoirse Ronan (“Lady Bird”) and 
Margot Robbie (“I, Tonya”).
Best Supporting Actor – Sam Rockwell – 
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”
This one is an “either or” scenario between 
Willem Dafoe (“The Florida Project”) and Rock-
well (“Three Billboards”). I cast doubt however 
on whether the majority of the Academy voters 
have actually seen “The Florida Project,” while on 
the flipside, it seems “Three Billboards” is a clear 
favorite thus far amongst the voting consensus so 
I put my money on Rockwell. 
Best Supporting Actress – Allison Janney – “I, 
Tonya”
Similar to Gary Oldman’s domination of the 
“Best Actor” category, Allison Janney seems to 
grasp a similar control over her competition, 
based off past awards ceremonies from this year. 
She is nearly a lock. 
There are your major awards. May the best film 
triumph!
Oscar Predictions
Best Animated Feature – “Coco”
Best Original Screenplay – “Three Billboards Outside  
 Ebbing, Missouri”
Best Adapted Screenplay – “Call Me by Your Name”
Best Foreign Language Film – “A Fantastic Woman”
Best Documentary Feature – “Strong Island”
Best Original Score – “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”
Best Original Song – “This is Me” – “The Greatest   
 Showman”
Best Cinematography – “Blade Runner 2049”
Best Visual Effects – “War for the Planet Apes”
Best Editing – “Dunkirk”
Best Sound Editing – “Dunkirk” 
Best Sound Mixing – “Dunkirk”
Best Production Design – “The Shape of Water”
Best Costume Design – “Phantom Thread”
Best Makeup and Hairstyling – “Darkest Hour”
BLAKE GASNER
film reporter
bgasner16@winona.edu
Year in review: 2018 Academy Award Predictions
Conversation Partners, an event hosted by the English Language center, took place at Win-
ona State University on Thursday, Jan. 25.
The English Language Center (ELC), is the 
department on campus that assists international 
students with learning English. Set with its own 
courses and room in Minné Hall, the ELC con-
nects the departments together to assist interna-
tional students whenever and wherever possible.
Conversation Partners held students from Co-
lumbia, South Korea, West Africa, Saudi Arabia 
and more. Not only were students able to get a 
look into the cultures of international students, 
but the international students had the opportuni-
ty to practice their English, meet new people and 
learn about the cultures that people have here in 
America.
This event has been held on campus for 10 
years in the Alumni House. Students and faculty 
are encouraged to go to the event to enjoy food, 
games and the opportunity to meet students from 
different cultures.
Tim Brennan, a specialist in the ELC, shares the 
importance of the event.
“It’s important for the international students 
and for the Winona State community. It’s a good 
bridging opportunity for the two,” Brennan said.
There were three main stations at the event. At 
one station, some students were playing Jenga 
and telling stories. At another, they were pulling 
cards with common questions such as, “what is 
your favorite holiday?” in order to prompt dis-
cussion. Another group of students would all 
gather around a cell phone and watch a music 
video of someone’s favorite music of where they 
are from.
Heba Aljaroudi, an international student from 
Saudi Arabia, has been in Winona for six months 
and has been actively involved with the ELC, 
including some of their activities. 
“We do weekly activities, like last week we went 
bowling, and last semester we had an internation-
al bake sale,” Aljaroudi said.
She has been taking the ELC’s English courses 
as well, saying that “it’s easy to catch on to En-
glish.”
A common way for all the international stu-
dents to stay in touch with the American students 
is through social media, primarily Facebook. At 
the end of the event, everyone passed around 
their phones and added each other on Facebook 
to share all the pictures they took together.
“Conversation Partners is an informal cultural 
exchange between the ELC and the Winona State 
students and faculty. It gives our international 
students the opportunity to practice English, 
meet people and connect with the culture in 
Winona,” Brennan said. “We really try to get the 
word out and want to get people involved.”
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"It gives our international 
students the opportunity 
to practice English, meet 
people, and connect with 
the culture in Winona."
- Tim Brennan, English Language Center 
specialist
ELC explores student cul tures
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Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower 
the campus and 
community of Winona 
State University. 
Inform: to report news 
and events that affect the 
campus and community. 
Empower: to provide 
students with an outlet 
for creativity and an 
opportunity to learn all 
aspects of newspaper 
operations.
W
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In response to Students vs. Landlords
Jan. 31, 2018
I read the article about Students vs. Landlords, 
and I loved it. These instances are bullshit 
and it’s ridiculous how much college students 
everywhere, not only at Winona, have to put up 
with landlords taking advantage of them.
I’ve also been through the same thing. Last year, 
I and three other girls had a terrible experience 
with a landlord by the name of Deb Parrish. 
The house had soft spots in the walls, where you 
could push on them and hear the plaster within 
crumbling. Then, in the fall semester of 2016, 
there was a huge storm, and we woke up in the 
middle of the night to the sound of the fire alarm 
blaring. Rain water was leaking through the 
roof, through the smoke detector, causing it to 
go off. Upon further inspection, a sketchy patch 
in the ceiling of my room was leaking a huge 
puddle on top of a dresser and all over the carpet. 
I lifted up my small stereo to find it dripping 
from the puddle it was sitting in. This means that 
there was water all throughout the ceiling and it 
leaked through the two lowest points, probably 
causing all kinds of problems we couldn’t even 
see. It took weeks for her to send someone 
over (apparently it was her husband??) and all 
he did was plaster over the spot in the ceiling 
(accomplishing nothing), even though it was the 
roof that was years past needing replacing. There 
were always shingles scattered around the yard 
that had fallen off the roof, and nothing was ever 
done about it. And even though we hadn’t done 
any real damage to the house, none of us (to 
my knowledge) got our security deposits back. 
She sent explanations, such as we didn’t shovel 
the sidewalk once in a while, but she charged 
us all way too much for these same instances. 
I’ve heard other renters of hers having horrible 
experiences as well, including a ceiling fan falling 
from the ceiling, and a bug problem. No one ever 
gets their security deposits back from her, no 
matter what. It’s all free money to her, apparently.
Great article, I love reading the Winonan every 
week, keep it up. I really hope these kind of 
things stop happening to college students.
Have a nice day,
Taylor Laur
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After starting the season off with 13 wins and one loss, the Winona State University wom-
en’s basketball record now stands at 13-7. The 
team lost both of their games this weekend. 
For the second straight weekend, the team had 
to go through two road games, starting with a 
game at Minot State University on Friday, Jan. 26. 
The game started off close, as the Warriors 
outscored the Beavers 21-15 during the second 
quarter, ending the first half down by five points. 
However, it was the third quarter that put the 
Warriors in a difficult position. During the peri-
od the team suffered four turnovers, only making 
one of their 13 shots, putting up just three points 
to the Beavers' 18.
 Down by 20, the Warriors were unable to 
mount a comeback during the fourth quarter, 
and the game ended with a score of 76-50.
Despite the loss, the team did see positives 
through plays by first-year Allie Pickrain and 
senior Hannah McGlone. 
Pickrain shot 50 percent (making seven of her 
14 shots), which included six three-pointers, 
along with her contributions on defense of two 
steals. McGlone produced similar stats. Like 
Pickrain, she converted 50 percent of her shots 
(making three of her six shots), in addition to her 
two blocks on defense. 
Moving into Saturday, the team remained in 
North Dakota, and traveled to Bismark to take 
on the University of Mary. 
After a strong first half, where Winona shot for 
an impressive 58 percent, Pickrain and junior 
Kayla Schaefer scored 11 and 10 points respec-
tively for the team. The team performed well 
enough to enter halftime with a two-point lead, 
and it looked like the losing streak was going to 
come to an end. 
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Women's basketball faces defeat in North Dakota
Junior guard Liz Evenocheck surges towards the basket at an exhibition game 
against the University of St. Mary's in McCown Gymnasium on Saturday, Nov. 4.  
Continued on page 18, see Women's
MITCHELL BREUER
 basketball reporter
mbreuer17@winona.edu
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The Winona State University men’s basketball team was on the road again this past week-
end, where they traveled to Minot State Univer-
sity in Minot, North Dakota and University of 
Mary in Bismark, North Dakota.
The Warriors played against the Minot State 
University Beavers on Friday, Jan. 26. The first 
half was a slow start for the Warriors; as they 
trailed by 14 points with 10:43 left on the clock. 
Junior Mason Domask scored a three-pointer 
which sparked a desire for comeback. First-year 
Kevion Taylor added a three-point shot to the 
board with four minutes left on the clock, which 
tied the score at 30-30. Junior Connor Flack, 
sophomore Caleb Wagner and Taylor added 
eight more points collectively in the remaining 
minutes of the first half to end it in a Warrior 
lead of 38-32.
“At the end of the first half everyone was confi-
dent and upbeat. Once we settled into the game 
we knew we would go on to win the game. As a 
group, we rallied around each other and got one 
another going,” senior Corey Jeffs said.
The Warriors played the second half of the 
game strong. They held their lead for the entire 
20 minutes of play. Wagner played an exceptional 
game, scoring almost half of the Warrior points 
in the first half and scoring more than 20 points 
throughout the entire game. The Warriors beat 
the Beavers 70-65, marking the tenth win of the 
last 13 games for Winona State.
“The end of the game felt awesome. Going on 
the road and knocking off a top four team in our 
conference is a huge win for us, and it is helping 
us build to [what] we want to become postsea-
son,” junior Tommy Gathje said.
The following night in Bismark, the Warriors 
faced off against the University of Mary Maraud-
ers. In the first few minutes of the game, Gathje 
make two baskets, taking the lead from the Ma-
rauders. The Warrior lead would remain theirs 
for the rest of the game. 
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Basketball finishes away streak on top
Senior forward Corey Jeffs attempts to take a shot at net against Viterbo University in 
an exhibition game on Saturday, Nov. 4 in the McCown Gymnasium.  
CLARA KUERSCHNER
basketball reporter
ckuerschner16@winona.edu
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That would not be the case, as the third quarter 
proved to be a weak spot for the team again, only 
putting up six points to Mary’s 21. The Warriors 
couldn’t get anything rolling during the second 
half. After starting off shooting well, the Warriors 
made just over 20 percent of their shots during 
the final two quarters. The game ended with a 
score of 81-64 in favor of the Marauders. 
Despite this weekend’s outcomes, the team’s 
leading scorer, McGlone, still has a positive atti-
tude moving forward. 
“After this weekend’s games, we are doing a lot 
of things really well,” McGlone said. “When you 
come out of a weekend like the past one, you 
learn from the mistakes you made and then start 
to get ready for the next game.” 
After two weekends away and four games on 
the road, the team is looking forward to staying 
at home for this weekend’s upcoming games. 
“After being on the road you really appreciate 
being at home,” McGlone said. “You always want 
to protect your home court, so this being a home 
weekend, I know our team will be focused this 
week at practice and ready to go come Friday.” 
The first of two games at home will be played 
Friday, Feb. 2 at 6 p.m. against Minnesota State 
University Moorhead. On Saturday, Feb. 3 at 4 
p.m., the Warriors will take on Northern State 
University. 
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Junior guard Kayla Schaefer looks to pass the ball too a teammate at an exhibition game 
against the University of St. Mary’s on Saturday, Nov. 4 in McCown Gymnasium. 
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Men's, continued from page 17.
With 12 minutes left in the first half, Jeffs add-
ed two more points to the board which sparked 
a 14-point Warrior run. University of Mary went 
on their own run at the end of the first half, but 
only closed the gap to a 33-26 Warrior lead.
“We need to remain focused on what we need 
to do to win the game. We are growing with each 
and every game, which is important with this 
team. We need to execute sets with detail and 
play with a ton of energy on the defensive end of 
the floor,” Jeffs said.
First-year Devin Whitelow and Jeffs each 
scored three-point shots to open the second half, 
increasing the Warrior lead to double digits. 
Gathje and Domask added points to the board 
with nine minutes remaining, increasing the 
Warrior lead to 19 points. A basket from the 
University of Mary decreased the Warrior lead 
to 66-58 with less than two minutes left. The 
Warriors played a good defensive game, forcing 
the Marauders into 16 turnovers which gave the 
men 23 points. The Saturday game was another 
victory for Winona State, 71-62.
The Warriors will be playing two home games 
this weekend against Minnesota State Univer-
sity Moorhead on Friday, Feb. 2 and Northern 
State University on Saturday, Feb. 3 in McCown 
Gymnasium.
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Sophomore guard Caleb Wagner dribbles the ball 
down the court at an exhibition game against Viter-
bo University in McCown Gymnasium on Saturday, 
Nov. 4. The team's current record is 15-3, with two 
wins against Minot State University on Friday, Jan. 
26 and the University of Mary on Saturday, Jan. 27.  
The Warriors look ahead to a game against Minneso-
ta State University Moorhead on Friday, Feb. 2 and 
against Northern State University on Saturday, Feb. 
3 in McCown Gymnasium.
NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu
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Wednesday, 
Jan. 31
Thursday,
Feb. 1
Friday,
Feb. 2
Saturday,
Feb. 3
Sunday, 
Feb. 4
Monday,
Feb. 5
Tuesday, 
Feb. 6
Men’s 
Basketball
vs. Minnesota 
State University 
Moorhead, 8 p.m.
vs. Northern 
State University, 
6 p.m.
Women’s 
Basketball
vs. Minnesota 
State University 
Moorhead, 6 p.m.
vs. Northern 
State University, 
4 p.m.
.
Gymnastics
.
at Illinois State 
University, 4 p.m.
Sports schedule this week...
* Home games in bold
